Overview of situation on access to HIV treatment for drug users in selected countries of Central and Eastern Europe 
Central and Eastern European Harm Reduction Network

TERMS OF REFERENCE for CONSULTANT
Duration:

25 - 30 working days

Rate:

180 EUR per working day

Background:

The European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG), together with the Central and Eastern European Harm Reduction Network (CEEHRN), is organizing a seminar on HIV treatment for people who use drugs. The workshop is organized within the framework of the AIDS Action and Integration project, which foresees the implementation of nine good practice seminars within 2005-2008. Within the same framework CEEHRN organized a regional consultation on hepatitis C among people who use drugs, while the EATG organized a Treatment Update Seminar for People Living with HIV/AIDS. 

All over the world, successful programs demonstrate that evidence-based HIV interventions can be crucial for helping people who use drugs gain access to medical services. However, wide-spread misunderstandings by policy makers and health professionals about essential methods for helping drug injectors still remain controversial. In spite of data showing that drug users receive the same benefits from HIV treatment as other patients and achieve high levels of adherence when offered appropriate social and medical support, IDUs in the region often lack treatment to treatment. Based on previous experience from the regions, building equal access to HIV prevention and treatment requires advocacy, training and technical assistance. Acknowledging the problem, the seminar will target new EU member states as well other countries of Central and Eastern Europe. 
Objective:

· To produce a Policy Paper on access to Highly Active Antiretroviral Treatment (HAART) for Injecting Drug Users (IDU) in Eastern Europe, including the new EU states (Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Czech Republic, Poland, Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia, Slovenia) and neighboring countries (Belarus, Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine). Additional countries such as Serbia and Central Asian Republic may be included in the process. The purpose of the document is to provide background information on access to HAART for IDU, including systemic barriers and interventions aimed at supporting adherence in IDUs. The document should include recommendations for action based on existing material and interviews with opinion leaders working in the field. 
Output:

· The Policy paper on HIV treatment for IDUs in the region as defined above. This will include such issues as treatment availability and accessibility, current data on number of injecting drug users, country-specific policies, interventions happening on the ground, cross cutting issues e.g. TB, prisons, police, gender and any other issues the consultant and/or project leader considers important to this document. The main objective of the document is to provide an overview of the situation in the region, tracking the progress in providing ART to IDUs and identifying key barriers and issues that needs to be addressed on national and international levels. The final document also will be promoted through EATG and CEEHRN web resources. It will also serve as a basis for follow-up materials, for publications in community based and peer reviewed journals, and for submitting abstracts at relevant meeting and conferences. 

Tasks: 
The paper will be produced in two stages: 

Stage 1 (end of August – September): 

Situation assessment by prior the seminar on HIV treatment for people who use drugs which will serve as a background material for the seminar. The tasks at this stage include:  

· Review of the existing data and information on access to HIV treatment for IDUs from secondary sources (WHO, GFATM, UNAIDS, other international and regional materials);

· Interviewing regional experts, including representatives of the international agencies, medical professionals and civil society representatives. The list of people to be interviewed for the paper will be provided by EATG and CEEHRN project coordinators; 

Situation assessment should be drafted by 25 of September, 2007 and supplied to EATG and CEEHRN project coordinators. 

Stage 2 (November 23 – December 21, 2007)

During the seminar and following the event to integrate results fro the seminar (issues discussed, including the situation assessment, interviews with participants and recommendations).

The draft will be reviewed by CEEHRN and EATG project coordinators and group of 3-4 experts with the goal to finalize recommendations. 

The task of the consultant also includes the finalization of the policy paper based on the feedback from experts. 

Requirements: 

Due to EC regulations and practices, preferably candidates who are based and are legally allowed to work as a freelance expert in the following countries can apply: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom;
The knowledge of English is required for conclusion of the task; knowledge of Russian would be an advantage;

Willingness to participate in the seminar; 

For contacts: 
Project coordinator at CEEHRN (ENG and RUS)

Project coordinator at EATG (ENG)

Simona Merkinaite





Mauro Guarinieri 

E-mail: simona@ceehrn.org




E-mail: mauro@eatg.org
Tel.: +370 5 2691600





Tel.: +36 1 327 3100 (ext. 2354)
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