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Primarily funded by the European Commission


November 12, 2005

To: 

President of the Republic of Romania

Copies to: 
Chairperson of the Parliament of the Republic of Romania 

Prime Minister of the Republic of Romania

Minister of Health of the Republic of Romania

RE: Essential HIV prevention services at risk of disappearing in Romania 
Dear H.E. President,

The grant from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, and Malaria (GFATM) assisted Romania in implementing the National HIV/AIDS Strategy 2004-2007 on a wide scale. This grant, however, is being phased out in the short term and the Romanian government has committed to overtake funding for HIV prevention, treatment and care.  This is the very least we can expect from a future EU member state, which also committed to strong action by signing international and European declarations on HIV/AIDS.
  We write to you, therefore, to make sure that the Romanian State fully covers the anticipated 80% funding gap in the GFATM grant, starting from 2006.   

Romanian achievements over the past 8 years include the exemplary scaling-up in access to antiretroviral treatments, the development of voluntary testing and counseling as well as prevention of mother to child transmission, and the adoption of most pertinent national HIV/AIDS strategies.  Above all, essential services targeting vulnerable populations such as injecting drug users, sex workers, men who have sex with men and the Rroma communities, have been substantially scaled up in the last two years. 

These achievements are very fragile however: risky behaviors are taking place and could lead to new HIV outbreaks. We count on Romanian government to fully support the long-term implementation of the evidence-based, cost-effective prevention services that we need: harm reduction for drug users (including in prisons) and low-threshold services for other vulnerable communities. 

We learn in Europe that early and sustained interventions among vulnerable populations keep HIV prevalence at a low level (e.g. in Slovenia, the Czech Republic and the Netherlands). On the other hand, the catastrophic situation faced by Estonia, Ukraine, Latvia, and the Russian Federation (more than 1 million new HIV cases in the last five years) shows that HIV can develop extremely quickly. Clearly, “a modest investment today remains enough to make sure AIDS does not become a huge burden tomorrow.”
 For 2006 - 2008, at least 11 million EUR from the state budget should be dedicated to sustaining existing HIV services scaled up through GFATM grant in Romania. 

On behalf of the AIDS Action & Integration conference “Sustainable Services for Vulnerable Groups”, under Your Patronage, which took place in Bucharest, Romania in November 11-12, 2005, 

Sincerely, 

	Arnaud Wasson Simon 

Coordinator of AIDS Action & Integration
	Maria Georgescu 

ARAS Executive Director– host of the conference


Attached is the list of co-signatures 
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1. Helene Rossert 

· Organisation : AIDES 
· Position in organization: General Director and Honory Vice President of Global Fund for AIDS, TB and Malaria 
· Contact.  hrossert@aides.org  
2. Alen Nanov

· Organisation : NGO IZBOR
· Position in organization: Coordinator on HIV/AIDS sector
· Contact.  izborsr@sonet.com.mk 
3. Antoaneta Radeva

· Organisation : Associaion “Dose of Love”
· Position in organization: The Chairwoman
· Contact.  doseoflove@bitex.com 
4. Dr Camille Cabral

· Organisation : PASTT 
· Position in organization: Director 
· Contact.  pastt@noos.fr 
5. Clemence Prunier – Duparge

· Organisation : SIDACTION
· Position in organization: International projects officer
· Contact.  c.prunier@sidaction.org 
6. Dragan Angelovski

· Organisation : TRUST
· Position in organization: Member of Executive Board
· Contact.  drag63mk@yahoo.com
7. Eszter Csernus

· Organisation : Hungarian Civil Liberties Union
· Position in organization: HIV/AIDS & Patients’ Rights Program Director
· Contact.  csernuse@tasz.hu 
8. Georg Broring

· Organisation : AIDS&Mobility Europe
· Position in organization: Project Manager
· Contact.  gbroring@nigz.nl 
9. Holly Catania

· Organisation : International Center for Advancement of Addiction Treatment

· Position in organization: Project Director
· Contact.  hcatania@icaat.org 
10. Hristijan Jankuloski

· Organisation : Healthy Options Project Skopje (HOPS)
· Position in organization: Executive Director
· Contact.  janhrist@yahoo.com 
11. Jan Visser

· Organisation : De Rode Draad
· Position in organization: Director
· Contact.  jvisser@rodedraad.nl 
12. Joris Casselman

· Organisation : Catholic University of Leuven
· Position in organization: Professor em. Forensic Mental Health Care, Belgium
· Contact.  Joris.casselman@law.kuleuven.be
13. Martina Melis

· Organisation : ENDIPP (European Network on Drugs and Infections Prevention in Prison)
· Position in organization: Project Manager for Europe
· Contact. mmelis@cranstoun.org.uk 
14. Martine de Schutter  

· Organisation  : AIDS Action Europe  

· Position in organisation  ; Coordinator Western office 

· Contact.  westernoffice@aidsactioneurope.org
15. Maxim Anmeghichean

· Organisation : ILGA-Europe
· Position in organization: Programmes Director
· Contact.  maxim@ilga-europe.org
16. Monica Ciupagea

· Organisation : International Harm Reduction Development Program, Open Society Institute
· Position in organization: Program Officer
· Contact.  ciupagea@osi.hu 
17. Munz D. Monique

·  Organisation  : World Health Organizations, EURO – Denmark/Copenhagen
18. Nora Stojanovik

· Organisation : Macedonian Harm Reduction Network
· Position in organization: Network Coordonator
· Contact.  nora_stojanovik2003@yahoo.com
19. Raminta Stuikite

· Organisation : Central and Eastern European Harm Reduction Network
· Position in organization: Executive Director
· Contact.  raminta@ceehrn,org 
20. Ruth Morgan

· Organisation : IRCSE
· Position in organization: Chair 
· Contact. gakkie@chello.nl 
21. Ton Coened

· Organisation  : AIDS Fonds and STI Aids Netherlands  

· Contact: TCoened@soaaids.nl 
22. Ala Iatco

·  Organisation  : Tineri pentru Dreptul la Viata – R. Moldova/Balti
23. Broasca Iulia Veronica

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
24. Buleandra Carmen-Florina

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
25. Kestutis Butkus

·  Organisation  : IDUMS – Lituania
26. Sorin Capitanu

·  Organisation  : Disp. Podoleni, Jud. Neamt – RO,Nt.
27. Adrian Caraboi

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
28. Nicoleta Caraboi

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
29. Stella Cotorcea

·  Organisation  : SOROS – Moldova, Chisinau
30. Maria Pia Covre 
·  Organisation  : CDCP, Tamper – Itali
31. Ladislau Czimar

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Timisoara.
32. Nicoleta Dascalu

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
33. Ilic Dragan

·  Organisation  : Jazas – Serbia&Montenegro
34. Marius Robertino Dragan

·  Organisation  : Integration – RO.,Buc.
35. Alexandra Dumitrica

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
36. Emmanuel Houzé

·  Organisation  : ARGILE – France/Colmar
37. Elena Fecioru 

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Piatra Neamt
38. Ramona Ferent

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Bacau
39. Antonita Fonari

·  Organisation  : Tineri si Liberi Reteaua ONG-urilor din Domeniul Social – Moldova/Chisinau
40. Victor Grecu

·  Organisation  : Tineri si Liberi - Moldova/Chisinau
41. Roxana Grigore

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
42. Ecaterina Iovu

·  Organisation  : CNŞPMP – Moldova/Chisinau
43. Tommi Petrisor Jitaru

·  Organisation  : ACCEPT – RO,Timisoara
44. Andrej Kastelic

·  Organisation  : SouthEaster Europe Adriatic Addiction – network / Slovenia
45. Ruta Kaupe

·  Organisation  : DIA+LOGS – Letonia
46. Maria Logofatu

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
47. Mihai Logofatu

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
48. Katarina Mitic

·  Organisation  : UNDP, HPVPI secretariat – Serbia&Montenegro
49. Irina Nita

·  Organisation  : ACCEPT, RO
50. Prunier-Duparge Clémence

·  Organisation  : SIDACTION, France/Paris
51. Ragalinscas Ramunas

·  Organisation  : Grupa Pozitiva Lithuania – Lithuania/Vilnius
52. Aldijana Sadikovic

·  Organisation  : APOHA, Bosnia&Herzegovina/Sarajevo
53. Katrin Schiffer

·  Organisation  : CORRELATION, Olanda
54. Eric Schneider

·  Organisation  : ACCES – France
55. Tatiana Sorocovici

·  Organisation  : ADOLESCENTUL, Moldova/Orhei
56. Eleonora Stojanovik

·  Organisation  : Macedonian Harm Reduction Network, Macedonia
57. Marian Ursan

·  Organisation  : ARAS – RO, Buc.
58. Lucie Van Mens

·  Organisation  : STI AIDS Netherlands, Netherlands/Amsterdam
59. Etleva Veliu

·  Organisation  : Aksion Plus, Albania
60. Christian Verger

·  Organisation  : ARGILE, France
61. Sorin Vinteanu

·  Organisation  : ARAS – CT, Constanta
62. Akouka Amandine

· Organisation  : ACCES – France/Marseille
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� Including UN Declaration of Commitment on HIV/AIDS (June 2001); Dublin Declaration on Partnership to Fight HIV/AIDS in Europe and Central Asia (February 2004)


� From the conclusions of the Bucharest High-Level Meeting on HIV/AIDS in June 2002.
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