- Please distribute widely -

Call to participate in the workshop

“HIV treatment for injecting drug users”

Background:
All over the world, successful programs demonstrate that evidence-based HIV interventions can be crucial for helping people who use drugs gain access to medical services, and yet only 14% of people on highly active antiretroviral treatment (HAART) in Eastern Europe and Central Asia were current or former drug users at the end of 2004, even though injecting drug users (IDUs) at that time comprised over 80% of HIV cases. Treatment advocates from all over the world have repeatedly denounced the low coverage of IDUs who are disproportionately less likely to receive ARV due to misconceptions about the impact of drug use on adherence, denial of basic supports such as methadone and buprenorphine that would facilitate HIV treatment, stigma in health care settings, and emphasis on incarceration and punishment of IDUs. Advocates concluded that many countries still lack integrated, comprehensive prevention, care and treatment services for IDUs and the need of greater investments in treatment literacy and outreach and fostering expertise in integrated care and case management. Acknowledging the problem, The European AIDS Treatment Group (EATG), together with the Central and Eastern European Harm Reduction Network (CEEHRN), is organizing a workshop on HIV treatment for people who use drugs which is mainly targeted to new EU member states and neighboring countries. 
Objective of the workshop:
The aim of the workshop is to share effective models and experience in delivering HIV treatment to drug users, including comprehensive care and support services, and integration of services (HIV, TB, hepatitis, drug treatment). 

In the framework of a two-day seminar, we hope to help participants share their knowledge and skills, exchange their experience and foster dialogue between different groups involved and affected, with the goal to increase access to and availability of high quality HIV treatment and care for former and active drug users across Central and Eastern Europe. As a result of the two-day workshop participants will produce specific recommendations on how to increase access to treatment and ensure quality treatment delivery to drug users. 
Program topics:
The program will cover the following topics: HAART and injecting drug use; barriers to effective delivering of HIV treatment and care to IDUs; what works in rolling out treatment to IDUs and increase treatment outcomes, adherence and retention; comprehensive models of care and management of co-infections HIV, hepatitis, tuberculosis; emerging issues such as stimulants and interactions between illicit drugs and ARVs 

.
Venue and date:

Vilnius, Lithuania, November 24-25, 2007.

Participation:

Participation is limited, with full scholarship available for approximately 25 persons. This workshop is designed primarily for people directly involved in HIV treatment delivering and care provision to IDUs, treatment advocates, NGO’s, activists, representatives of the drug users’ community, and people living with HIV/AIDS from new EU member states and accession countries, willing to share their experience and learn more about effective methods for delivering treatment for IDUs issues. Participants are expected to have basic knowledge about HIV prevention and treatment and be actively engaged in treatment delivery or advocacy aimed at increasing access to ARVs for IDUs 
Working languages: 

English and Russian

If you are interested to take part in this seminar, please complete and return the enclosed application form to this email address: Lindsey@eatg.org (Lindsay Rodger, tel.: +32 2 6444210).
THE DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS OCTOBER 15, 2007
Sincerely,

Seminar Coordination Team

This seminar is one of 9 best practice seminars to be implemented as part of the AIDS ACTION & INTEGRATION Projects (www.integration-projects.org). The integration projects are designed to promote the development of local, community based action on HIV/AIDS in Central and Eastern Europe, especially in the new and future member-states of the European Union. Within the same framework CEEHRN organized a regional consultation on hepatitis C among people who use drugs, while the EATG organized a Treatment Update Seminar for People Living with HIV/AIDS. This seminar is primarily funded by DG SANCO of the European Commission.
